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The Municipal Farm  
Sustainable Reuse Plan  
 
 Project funded through a Brownfields Area-Wide Planning Pilot Grant from the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

City Plan Commission| October 16 2012 | Kansas City, MO  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome, project overview, introduce Blue River Greenway Study
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All Photos - Missouri Valley Special Collections, Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, Missouri 

Municipal Farm History 

Was once a working 
farm and jail 
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Municipal Farm History 

…and women's reformatory, cemetery and hospital 



05.07.12 |  5 

Houses several City uses, tenants – but mostly underutilized 
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Community Vision 

   To create mutually beneficial relationships between 
this unique place and its surroundings that celebrate 

the site’s history, restore and enhance the natural 
environment, strengthen the economy, and create 

opportunities for learning and recreation. 
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Guiding Principles 

 Natural Environment 
- Preserve, restore, and enhance natural assets and ecologically sensitive areas 

and remediate Brownfield contamination 
  Economy 

- Demonstrate long-term economic health by nurturing new businesses and 
creating quality jobs  

  Energy 
- Link resource use to resource renewal and create a mutually beneficial 

relationship between the site and its surroundings 

for future land use development 
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Guiding Principles 

 History 
- Celebrate and honor the site’s history 

  Well Being 
- Provide opportunities for lifelong learning and recreation 

  Communication 
- Inspire implementation and consensus through building capacity and stronger 

relationships 

for future land use development 
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Concentrate more intense development 
in Sustainable Design areas while 
focusing on habitat restoration within 
Restorative Design areas 

Sustainable Design Area Restorative Design Area 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first recommendation step comes from an analysis of carrying capacity. Carrying capacity is a framework for defining sustainable development within the site’s natural resource limits.  The green Restorative Design Area (about 277acres) includes the most environmentally sensitive features, which play a critical role in the health of ecosystemsThe orange Sustainable Design Area  (approximately 164 acre) is less vulnerable to ecosystem degradation and therefore can accommodate permanent structures within the parameters of the site’s natural resource limit. This recommendation is really about optimizing development on the site, rather than maximizing development. 
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Promote land uses that work together 
to create a comprehensive system 

Sustainable Industrial      |     Research    |   Food System   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This recommendation is about creating a sustaining site. Looking at the site within it’s context, the site as a whole, and individual development projects – to optimize the potential …. between these components: economic development, livability, environmental resilience, efficiency and resource reuse, and innovation – In terms of development projects that can drive these components, We think there are a few themes that are gaining traction for development at Municipal Farm: Sustainable Industrial (these are industries committed to creating cleaner processes and industries where “everything is reused” … either returned to the soil as biological nutrients, or returned to industry as materials for reuse.) This emphasis is strengthened by the latest trends in economic development focusing on energy, conservation, technology, and eco-friendly development. Research focused projects. With more than half (about 275 acres) of the area dedicated to restorative design, this site is well positioned to be a regional and leading example of environmental stewardship and education. Food systems. As Katherine will explain in more detail, this emphasis grew from a desire to reconnect today’s residents to an important historic function of food projection, also responding to the context of neighborhood being in a Food Desert. For a site that has seen some environmental mistreatment, it is a powerful statement about creating a new generation of responsible land and resource management. 



Invest in innovative technologies to 
upgrade utilities, emphasizing green 
infrastructure and renewable energy 
 Pursue on-site power 

production 
 Invest in water reclamation 

and reuse 
 Implement sustainable 

stormwater management 
 Upgrade water, power, 

sanitary, gas, and 
communication service 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are likely some significant infrastructure upgrades required for future development. This aging infrastructure, and in some places the lack of infrastructure is an opportunity to invest in innovative and green technologies demonstrating renewable energy, natural waste water treatment, and water harvesting, reclamation, and reuse.
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Improve connectivity through  
multi-modal transportation strategies 
 Development on Municipal Farm 

should leverage support for a future 
commuter rail station 

 Direct high volumes of automobile 
traffic to Raytown Road and Eastwood 
Trafficway 

 Create a comprehensive network of 
streetscape infrastructure promoting 
safe and accessible pedestrian and 
bicycle circulation 

 Develop internal circulation routes to 
provide access to land use areas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are several improvements related to transportation infrastructure that are recommended in this strategy.  Although the site is only 4 miles from the Plaza, the site’s location feels more isolated due to railroads, waterways, and hilly topography.  But there’s lots of opportunity here: To improve regional transportation related to Arrowhead Stadium and the potential Rock Island Rail Corridor, and local transportation related to the adjacent Eastwood Hills Neighborhood and future uses within Municipal Farm. They the recommendations have the goal of improving connectivity through multi-modal strategies. 
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Conceptual Land Use Plan 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
21 areas delineated by physiographic features (the site setting: geographic and physical attributes).  The delineation is indicative of the sensitivity to carry capacity. Carrying capacity is a method of defining what the site can support within natural resource limits and also taking into account economic and social systems. Each area has a range of compatible land uses identified. The range of potential uses indicated in the figure maintains flexibility for the long term build-out of the site and provides specificity about what uses are incompatible and what uses are most compatible. 
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064B01 

Summary: 
o Former MCI Site 
o Jobs 
o $ Millions Investment 
o One 120,000 Sq. Ft. 

Greenhouse 
o Potential Expansion 

Opportunities 
o Major grocer partner 

BrightFarms 
Commercial Greenhouse 
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1966 Aerial View of 
Municipal Farm 

Approximate 
Municipal 

Farm 
Boundary 

Approximate 
BoysGrow 
Site Area 

Approximate 
Potters Field 

Cemetery 
Boundaries 

Approximate 
Community 

Garden 
Boundary 
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Potential BoysGrow 
Site 
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Eastwood Hills Community Garden – Grand Opening June 2012 
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Blue River Greenways Study 

Kansas City, MO | 06 March 2012 
Community Meeting 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome, project overview, introduce Blue River Greenway Study
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Blue River Greenways Study 

    Focus:  To address broader water resource planning 
issues along the Blue River corridor through recreation, 
environmental, and infrastructure improvements.  
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Cemetery Restoration Other Sustainable Elements….. 
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